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Introduction
In the interpretation of literary works, critical theories serve as a guide to the reader. It guides the reader to find meaning in different literary works, such as find meanings in stories, in poems, or plays. This essay will analyze the characters Katniss Everdeen, Tessie Hutchinson, and Mr Allan Austen. Tessie Hutchinson is a character in the short story The Lottery, Katniss Everdeen is a protagonist character in the film The Hunger Games, and Mr Allan Austen is the main character in the short story entitled The Chaser. This paper will analyze the three characters based on the theme of irony, symbolism and gender roles.
		Semiotic Theory
Semiotic mean relating to sings and symbols. In literature, the theory of semiotic theory shows relation to the symbolism used in literature. Symbolism is the art of expressing ideas and emotions not by describing them directly, nor by defining them through overt comparisons concrete mages, but by suggesting what these ideas and feelings are, by re-creating them in the mind of the reader through the use of unexplained symbols (Chadwick 2). The names of the characters presented are used symbolically in both in the text and visual literature.
In the movie The Hunger Games, Katniss Everdeen is the heroine character. Katniss is named after the plant Katniss. The katniss plant has nourishing roots and is also known as an arrowhead. The plant belongs in the genus Sagittaria, and the name Sagittarius is a constellation of the name Sagitarria, also known as the archer. The archer is one who shoots an arrow from a bow, with impressive shooting skills. With self-acquired skills, Katniss was a remarkable and experienced shooter, using her bow. Her second name Everdeen is in rhyme with the word evergreen, and in some instances,  pronounced as ever dean, which showed that Katniss would live to serve as a leader in her life. She portrays her leadership trait when she takes the responsibility of taking care of her family after the death of her father.
In the short story The Chaser, the title relates to the main character Mr Alan Austen. The Chaser can mean one who pursues, a person who seeks something with the ultimate goal of finding it no matter the consequences. Allan is determined to make the love of his life Dina, to love him even better. Allan says that Diana loves him, but not as he desires as she does not care or show it to him affectionately. Allan decides to get the love portion form the older man. The older man warns Allan about the effect of the love portion it would have on his wife, she would be jealous of him, and she would exceedingly love him. Mr Allan is determined to get the love of Diana no matter what it takes, and he is the Chaser.
In the short story The Lottery, Tessie is symbolically used as a rebel. During the lottery day, she arrives at the square late than everyone else; here she signifies to disrespect an important the occasion of the community. Tessie also calls out the leaders of the lottery as being unfair. She is not afraid to criticize the leaders and disrespect the event, which serves as the most important cultural event of the community.
Theme of irony
The name Allan has ironically used in the short story the character trait of the character Allan does not match to the meaning of his name. The name Allan means a person who is humble and noble. However, these are not the traits that Allan Austen portrays. His name is not symbolically used but is show verbal irony. Mr Allan Austin is weak since he could not stand being loved by his, thus opting to seek for a love portion that would make his wife love him as he desired. Allan is also not noble since, in his quest for a live portion, he wishes to change the character of his wife, to be as he desired, he wanted to be in control of her.
In the short story, The Lottery, there is verbal irony in the use of the name Tessie Hutchison. Behind the protagonist Tessie Hutchison, there is irony. The name Tessie parodies the most famous Tess in literature, Tess Durbeyfield, the protagonist of Thomas Hardy’s Tess of the D’Urbervilles, who in Hardy’s portrait of her as the plaything of fate dies ignominiously (Bloom 41). However, the character Tess in the short story the lottery does not signify this character since she is not willing to die after she identified as the chosen one. Tess also shows irony in the way she reacts after finding out she was the chosen one. She arrives at the square excited, but when her family gets chosen, she transforms and says that his husband is mistreated in picking the lottery paper that he wanted. It is also ironic that Tessie was willing to sacrifice her children for her survival.
In the movie, The Hunger Games, the phrase may the odds be in your favour is ironically used. When Katniss Everdeen gets chosen to represent her district, her family and the people from her district tell her may the odds be in your in favour. This phrase is ironic since the hunger games involved killing each other for survival. Katniss only option was to kill all the other participants to survive in the game.
The theme of Gender Roles
From the beginning of the film The Hunger Games, Katniss defies the norm of gender roles of objectifying women as weak. In the movie, Katniss is a strong woman, and she is hard-headed. Within the hunger Games, Katniss appears to be a very masculine character, with her hardiness to events in the games and her domestic obligations (Hodgkinson 2). When her father dies while in the coal mines, her mother falls into depression and Katniss takes the role of providing for her family. Katniss also sacrificed herself to replace after her sister; she portrays a protective and strong woman.
In the short story The Lottery, the men are seen to be the head of the family and women are seen as less important in comparison to men. The community bestowed men with the responsibility of taking care of the family. However, Tess seems to defy the norm of gender roles in the community as plays a part in her family. Tess calls out her husband amidst the crowd to go and pick the lottery paper. In this society, the voice of women was not given much importance as women. This is shown when Tess tries to justify that her husband was not given a fair chance to choose the paper, but no one listens to her claims. Due to her transgression attitude, Tess is killed.
In The Chaser, the man is in control of women. Mr Allan portrays a selfish act when he seeks for a love portion form the older man to get the love of Diana and that he could be in control of her. Allan has shown that in this narrative, the voice of women is not given much importance. Women do not have the right to say anything concerning their feelings as the man is always in control. The older man tells Allan that he also sells a stronger love portion which is the Chaser used to kill the woman once the woman has exceedingly loved the man due to the influence of the first love portion. Here it is shown that still women are objectified as subjects of men, the man can control her actions and her feelings as he wishes and once he gets tired of her love he can kill her using the chaser love portion.
Conclusion
From the three characters, the theme of gender roles is shown by how women are objectified as subjects to men. However few women such as Tessie Hutchinson and Katniss Everdeen dare to break from this norm. Katniss portrays male character traits as she sacrifices herself to take part in the hunger games, and Tessie Hutchinson plays a role in her marriage. She dares to call out the lottery leaders as being unfair, and she was not afraid of airing out her views. The theme of symbolism is portrayed in both the short stories and the film.  As seen in the short story The Chaser where Mr Allan shows the determination to get what he wanted even if it takes using magical portions, he chased his desires.
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